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scribed to his mother  the advantages of  its situa-
tion.    uAt Preslavec," he  said, uthe  riches  of the
whole world are to be found.    Thither Greece 'sends
her silk,  her wines, and  her  fruits ;   Bohemia and
Hungary their steeds; Russia her furs and her wax,
her honey and  her  slaves.11     Preslavec, as well as
Preslav, fell before the lances of the Russians, Boris
himself was captured  by the  invadtrs ;  a Russian
army for the first time crossed the Balkans, and, after
a desperate struggle for Philippopolis, appeared on
the Greek  frontier  and  threatened   Constantinople.
But the warlike Armenian, John Zimisces, who had
just succeeded to the Byzantine throne, came to the
assistance of the Bulgarian  Czar.     Traversing the
Balkans, he suddenly appeared before Preslav, where
Sviatoslav's trusty lieutenant had been left in charge
of the booty and the Bulgarian monarch.    The skill
of the Greeks in sieges soon told.    After a desperate
assault, the city was captured, but the palace of the
Bulgarian Czars perished in the flames.    Boris and
his family were rescued, and the handful of Russians
who escaped retreated to Silistria.    With the fall of
that last refuge, peace was  concluded.     Sviatoslav
renounced all hostile designs upon Bulgaria, and was
allowed to  go free.     But  near the  rapids  of the
Dnieper he was attacked by the fierce tribe of Pat-
zinakitai; his head was cut off and converted into a
goblet, in   accordance with  that savage  custom  of
which  Bulgarian  history has  already furnished   us
with one notable example.

Bulgaria had been freed from the Russians, but she
found that she had merely exchanged one servitude